Fall, 2017

First Year Student Feedback for Computer Science Master’s Programs

Department of Computer Science

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Congratulations on nearing completion of your first semester, or year, in the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Department of Computer Science Master’s Programs! Please help us by completing this questionnaire. Please just type directly into this file. No particular need to preserve the original pagination, etc., e.g., if you would like to take more space that in this file, just go ahead and not be concerned about layout. Your answers and comments to questions will be kept anonymously. (After submission to BlackBoard, department staff will separate the top section with your name from the rest of the survey before compilation of your responses. Richard Fowler)

Thank you for your input.

Name ______________________________________________    Date________________

Local address         __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

Permanent address __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

Telephone _______________________________________________

Email: “____@ utrgv.edu”:  _________________________________________

            Alternate email (if any)  ____________________________________________

1.   Which degree are you pursuing? 
_______ Master of Science in Information Technology, MSIT

_______ Master of Science, major in Computer Science, MS in CS

      Semester entered graduate program
_______________

2. What was your undergraduate major subject? 
_________________________________________
         If your undergraduate major was computer science, was the program accredited by ABET? _______
    When did you complete your bachelor’s degree?
__________________

    University from which degree granted:

______________________________________
        (If not from US, what country and city):              ______________________________________

    If you have multiple degrees, please list.

3. List the three most important reasons for your choosing to pursue a graduate degree in computer science or information technology.

4. Are you employed? If so, a) what position do you hold and b) how many hours per week do you work? 
5. We are most interested in this and would appreciate any information you can provide. How did you learn about the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV) graduate programs in computer science and information technology? 
For International Students, did you use a paid service to identify and/or assist in your application? __________
     If so, what was the cost for the service (US dollars)? ______________

How would you suggest UTRGV and the Department of Computer Science let other prospective students know about the graduate programs that are available?

6. Did you have any contact (email, phone, visit) with UTRGV faculty or staff prior to choosing UTRGV? If so, what was that contact, was it useful, and did it influence your decision?

7. What, if any, other graduate programs did you apply to?

8. List the three most important reasons you chose to attend UTRGV, rather than some other university. 
9. Was the cost of attending UTRGV and living in this region a major factor in your decision to attend UTRGV? If so, what elements did you find particularly affordable, e.g., tuition, housing.

10. Comment on the application and admission process to both a) UTRGV Graduate School and b) Department of Computer Science, e.g., were the any delays, cost, paperwork, transcript evaluation, etc. Please feel free to indicate those things that went well and smoothly, as well as any which might not have.
11. List the principle reasons for pursuing Master’s degree in computer science or information technology, e.g., enhance employability, interest in advanced topics, study in US, pursue Ph.D. later.
12. At this point, what are your future plans after completing the degree, e.g., employment in region, employment in another region, pursue Ph.D., for international students return to country?
13. Describe the importance of financial assistance, e.g., scholarship, teaching assistantship, on-campus employment, other regional employment, in your pursuing studies at UTRGV.
14. For international students, please comment on the assistance provided by the International Students Office, e.g., timely visa assistance, course registration.
15. Please comment generally on you “first year experience” at UTRGV, e.g., have you gotten to know faculty and students, have faculty been available to provide help and advisement, have the laboratory facilities been sufficient, and other elements?
16. Did CSCI 6174, Seminar for First Year Students, give you idea of the range of faculty interests and so assist you identifying a project or thesis advisor?

17. Did CSCI 6174, Seminar for First Year Students, provide an opportunity to meet other entering students? If so, did you find this useful?
18. For the following classes, please rate how “challenging” (or difficult) you have found them, given you background preparation?







    Very 


About

       Not







Challenging

Right

Challenging

CSCI 6174 Seminar for First Year Students
        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6175 Seminar - Abraham

        x                 x                x                x                x
CSCI 6175 Seminar - Kim


        x                 x                x                x                x
CSCI 6302 Foundations of Software

        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6303 Principles of Information Technology        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6307 Foundations of Systems

        x                 x                x                x                x


CSCI 6314 E Commerce Systems

        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6339 Theory of Computation

        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6355 Bioinformatics


        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6356 Parallel Computing


        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6363 Human Computer Interaction
        x                 x                x                x                x

CSCI 6367 Digital Information Processing
        x                 x                x                x                x

19. Please comment on the quality of instruction in the classes you have taken this semester.
20. If you are in computer science program, do you plan to pursue a thesis? Why or why not?
21. Would you recommend the UTRGV Department of Computer Science graduate programs to others? Why or why not?
22. What have been the best and worst things about your first semester (or year)?
23. How might the UTRGV Department of Computer Science improve its graduate programs?
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