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2015 Fall, ASTR 1401-02 

 

< Students’ Comments for the Instructor: an unabridged edition > 
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2015 Fall, ASTR 1402-01 

 

 

2015 Fall, ASTR 1402-03 
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2016 Spring, ASTR 1401-01 

 

 

 

2016 Spring, ASTR 1401-07 

 



pg. 4 

2016 Spring, ASTR 1402-02 

 

2016 Spring, ASTR 1402-06 

 

 

2016 Summer, ASTR 1401-01 
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2016 Fall, ASTR 1401-01 
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2016 Fall, ASTR 1401-07 

 

2016 Fall, ASTR 1402-02 

 

2016 Fall, ASTR 1402-05 

 

2017 Spring, ASTR 1401-01 

 

2017 Spring, ASTR 1401-07 
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2017 Spring, ASTR 1402-02 

 

2017 Spring, ASTR 1402-06 
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2017 Summer, ASTR 1402-01 

 

2017 Fall, ASTR 1401-01 

 

2017 Fall, ASTR 1401-06 

 

2017 Fall, ASTR 1402-01 

 

2017 Fall, ASTR 1402-04 
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2018 Spring, ASTR 1401-01 

 

 

 

2018 Spring, ASTR 1401-06 
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2018 Spring, ASTR 1401-W (Lab section) 

 

 

 

2018 Spring, ASTR 1402-01 

 

2018 Spring, ASTR 1402-03 
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2018 Summer, ASTR 1401-01 

 

 

2018 Fall, ASTR 1401-01 

 

2018 Fall, ASTR 1401-06 

 

2018 Fall, ASTR 1401-08R 
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2018 Fall, ASTR 1401-M (Lab section) 

 

 

2018 Fall, ASTR 1402-01 

 

 

 



pg. 13 

2018 Fall, ASTR 1402-05 
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< CURRICULUM VITAE > 
Hyun-chul Lee 

1201 W. University Drive                                                    Phone:  1-956-665-5374   

Department of Physics and Astronomy                                Fax:      1-956-665-2423 

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley                        E-mail:  hyun.lee@utrgv.edu 

Edinburg, TX 78539-2999  

Homepage: http://faculty.utrgv.edu/hyun.lee 

  

Education 
2001   Ph.D., Astronomy and Space Science, Yonsei University (South Korea) 

             Adviser: Professor Young-Wook Lee 

             Title: “Spectrophotometric Evolution of Old Stellar Systems” 

1993   M.Sc, Astronomy, University of Washington 

1990   B.Sc., Astronomy & Meteorology, Minor in Physics, Yonsei University 

 

Employment History 
2015 –           Full-time Lecturer III at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 

2009 – 2015  Full-time Lecturer I, II at the University of Texas – Pan American 

                             (PI of two NASA HST projects, Co-I of NASA Education project) 

2007 – 2009  Post-Doctoral Research Associate working with John Blakeslee 

       at Washington State University  (NASA HST project) 

2004 – 2007  Post-Doctoral Research Associate working with Guy Worthey 

        at Washington State University  (NSF AAG/CAREER  project) 

2004              Research Associate at the Center for Space Astrophysics, 

                               Yonsei University in Seoul, Korea  (NASA GALEX project) 

 



pg. 15 

2003              Australian Research Council Linkage International Fellowship  

       Post-Doc at the Centre for Astrophysics and Supercomputing, 

       Swinburne University in Melbourne, Australia 

2002              KOSEF Fellowship Post-Doc at the Centre for Astrophysics  

       Swinburne University in Melbourne, Australia 

2001              NASA GALEX Post-Doc at the Center for Space Astrophysics, 

                                Yonsei University in Seoul, Korea 

1997 – 2000  NASA GALEX Research Scientist, at the Center for Space Astrophysics, 

                               Yonsei University in Seoul, Korea  

1996              Part-time Lecturer at Chungbuk National University,  

                               Korea University, Sejong University, and Duksung Women's University 

1990 – 1993  Teaching Assistant at the Department of Astronomy, 

                               University of Washington in Seattle, USA 

 

Fellowships and Awards 
2018 – The UTRGV HIGH Scholars Program: 1st Place in Physics and Astronomy Discipline 

2016 – The UTRGV HIGH Scholars Program: 1st and 2nd Place in Astronomy Discipline 

2018, 2017, 2015 – Minnie Stevens Piper Award Nominee 

2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 – The UT System Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award Nominee  

2018, 2017, 2016 – The UTRGV Faculty Excellence Award in Teaching Nominee 

2017 – The Astronomical Society of Pacific Richard Emmons Teaching Award Nominee 

2012 – Dean’s Outstanding Achievement Award  

2003 – ARC (Australian Research Council) Linkage International Fellowship 

2002 – KOSEF (Korean Science and Engineering Foundation) Fellowship  

2001 – Prominent PhD dissertation Award (Yonsei University)  

 



pg. 16 

Professional Affiliations 

Society of Advancing Chicanos/Hispanics & Native Americans in Science: Full Member Since 2016 
 
International Astronomical Union (IAU): Full Member Since 2012 

American Astronomical Society (AAS): Full Member Since 2005 

Astronomical Society of Pacific (ASP): Full Member Since 2016 

Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association: Full Member Since 2006 

Korean Astronomical Society (KAS): Full Member Since 1996  

Korean Space Science Society (KSSS): Full Member Since 1996 

 

Directed Student Learning 

Undergraduate Supervised Research, " Understanding the Milky Way Galaxy Using the 
James Webb Space Telescope and the Gaia," Department of Physics and Astronomy, (October 
2018 – April 2019) Amanda Champion 
 
Undergraduate Supervised Research, " Globular Clusters in the Milky Way Galaxy," 
Department of Political Science, (October 2017 - April 2018) Ivana Pena 
 
Undergraduate Supervised Research, "Age, Distance, and Reddening of Star Clusters Using 
the Hubble Space Telescope Infrared Color-Magnitude Diagrams," Department of Political 
Science, (October 2016 - April 2017) Jessica Garza 
 
Undergraduate Supervised Research, "Effects of Age and Metallicity of Giant Stars," 
Department of Literatures and Cultural Studies, (February 2015 - August 2015) Daisy Raya 
 
Undergraduate Supervised Research, "Stellar Populations of 16 Galaxies based on HST 
observations," Department of Literatures and Cultural Studies, (October 2013 - August 2014) 
Victoria Le Grice 
 
Undergraduate Supervised Research, "Comparison of NASA HST WFC3/IR," Department of 
Physics and Astronomy, (October 2012 - August 2013) Juan Guzman 
 
Contract, Grants and Sponsored Research 

Funded Grant 
Lee, H.-C. (PI), "Calibration of Surface Brightness Fluctuations for WFC3/IR," Sponsored by 
NASA/STScI, Federal, $51,075.00. (June 30, 2013). 
 



pg. 17 

Research Interests 
Chemical Enrichment and Star Formation Histories of Galaxies:  

From Resolved Nearby Galaxies To Unresolved High-z Galaxies 

 

Bibliography:        http://faculty.utrgv.edu/hyun.lee/papers.html 

Selected Refereed Publications: 

Lee, H.-c., Garcia, C., & Pena, I.  

         “J-band Red Giant Branch Tip Magnitudes for the Distance Indicator"  

           Research Notes of the American Astronomical Society, 1, 31 (2017)  

Jensen, J.B., Blakeslee, J.P., Gibson, Z., Lee, H.-c., Cantiello, M., Raimondo, G., Boyer, N., Cho, H. 

        “Measuring IR SBF Distances with HST/WFC3: Calibration and Guidelines"  

Astrophysical Journal, 808, 91 (2015)  

Lee, H.-c. 

 “On the Age and Metallicity Estimation of Disc Galaxies Using Optical and Near-IR Photometry "  

           Astronomical and Astrophysical Transactions, 27, 257 (2012) 

Lee, H.-c. 

        “Properties of the Stellar Nuclei with the Host Galaxy Morphology in the ACSVCS "  
 
          Journal of Korean Astronomical Society, 44, 195 (2011) 

Worthey G. & Lee, H.-c. 

 “An Empirical UBVRIJHK Color-Temperature Calibration for Stars"  

          Astrophysical Journal Supplement, 193, 1 (2011)  

Lee, H.-c., Worthey G., & Blakeslee, J.P.  

         “Effects of a-Element Enhancement and the TPAGB on SBF Magnitudes and Broadband Colors"  

           Astrophysical Journal, 710, 421 (2010)  

 

Total number of citations as of 1/10/2019: 993 
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Selected Conference Proceedings: 

Lee, H.-c., Champion, A., & Jabs, S.  

          “Metallicity Dependence of Main-Sequence Knee Feature" 

            American Astronomical Society Meeting 233, #264.02 (2019) 

Lee, H.-c., Garcia, C., & Pena, I.  

          “HST WFC3/IR RGB Tip Magnitude as a Function of Age and Metallicity" 

            American Astronomical Society Meeting 231, #351.09 (2018) 

Lee, H.-c., Ortiz, J., Garza, D., Montano, W., Garza, J.  

          “M dwarfs kink and TPAGB in the MIST and PARSEC Infrared Isochrones" 

            American Astronomical Society Meeting 229, #154.06 (2017) 

Lee, H.-c., Cartwright, C.A.  

          “Integrated Spectrophotometric Properties of Multiple Stellar Populations" 

            American Astronomical Society Meeting 227, #345.26 (2016) 

Jensen, J.B., Blakeslee, J.P., Cho, H., Lee, H.-c., Bartier, C., Gibson, Z.J. 

         “The Surface Brightness Fluctuation Distance to the Coma Cluster" 

           American Astronomical Society Meeting 225, #253.05 (2015) 

Lee, H.-c., Le Grice, V., Blakeslee, J.P., Jensen, J.B., Lee, Y.,  

          “Stellar Populations of 16 Galaxies from the Hubble Space Telescope  

            WFC3/IR Surface Brightness Fluctuation Observations" 

            American Astronomical Society Meeting 223, #152.01 (2014) 

Lee, H.-c., Guzman, J.M., Blakeslee, J.P., Jensen, J.B., French, B.S., Cho, H., Lee, Y.-W. 

         “Comparison of Hubble Space Telescope WFC3/IR Surface Brightness  

          Fluctuation Measurements to Models" 

          American Astronomical Society Meeting 221, #147.16 (2013) 
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Media Contributions: 

Newspaper 
Edinburg Review. (March 9, 2013). 
Pan American. (February 28, 2013, March 7, 2013). 
 
Radio 
KURV Radio. (August 18, 2017). 
 
TV 
Channel 5 News (KRGV). (August 15, 2017). 
City of Edinburg. (August 14, 2017). 
Univision. (September 28, 2015). 
Channel 23 News. (February 15, 2013). 
 
Service: 

Department Service 

Committee Chair, OYA Annual Review Committee. (September 2018 - Present). 

Committee Chair, Astronomy and Planetarium Planning. (September 2012 - August 2015). 

Committee Member, Astronomy Lab Committee. (September 2018 - Present).  

Committee Member, Peer Teaching Evaluation Committee. (September 2016 - Present). 

Committee Member, Recruitment and Outreach Committee. (September 2016 - Present).  

Committee Member, Annual Evaluation. (September 2011 - August 2015). 

University Service 

Faculty Advisor, Tuesday Night Telescope Observations. (August 30, 2009 - Present). 

Faculty Advisor, Korean International Social Syndicate Club. (August 30, 2012 - Present). 

Faculty Mentor, UTRGV HIGH Scholars Program. (June - August 2016, June - August 2018). 

Guest Speaker, Discover UTRGV. (February 20, 2016). 

Science Judge, 2016 US DOE Regional Science Bowl. (February 6, 2016). 

Grant Proposal Reviewer, Internal, URI Review Panel. (September 10, 2015 - October 10, 2015). 

Committee Member, Veterans Advisory Council. (September 2011 - August 2015). 
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Professional Service 

Reviewer, Journal Article, Monthly Notices of Royal Astronomical Society. (December 2014). 

Grant Evaluator, External, NSF Panel Review, Washington DC. (January 2015). 

Public Service 

Guest Speaker, EEHS Math & Science Speaker Series, Edcouch/Elsa. (September 2, 2016). 

Guest Speaker, Edinburg Girl Scouts, Edinburg, TX. (May 31, 2016). 

Guest Speaker, Cathey Middle School Career Day, McAllen, TX. (February 12, 2016). 

Officer, President, McAllen Korean Golf Association, (July 2013 - December 2014). 

Captain of the Missionary Team, McAllen Korean Church, Pharr, TX. (July 2010 – December 2017). 
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< Evidence of Academic-Related Interaction with UG Students > 

I have provided cutting edge research opportunities to more than ten undergraduate students through 
my own NASA Hubble Space Telescope Research Grant, Center for STEM Research Scholarship Program, 
NSF-LSAMP Program, and the UTPA Undergraduate Research Initiative (URI) Program and the UTRGV 
Engaged Scholar Award Program. 

The picture in the below shows the 221st American Astronomical Society (AAS) Meeting in Long Beach, 
CA, January, 2013.  Presenting the Research Outcome with Mr. Juan Guzman (Physics Major and 
Astronomy Minor) through the Undergraduate Research Initiative grant, Center for STEM Research 
Scholarship, and my own NASA Hubble Space Telescope grant.  He is now a Computer Science Major 
graduate student at the UTRGV.  

 

Victoria Le Grice (English Major and Astronomy Minor) also successfully conducted the astronomical 
research with me through the URI grant and presented the outcome at the 223rd American 
Astronomical Society (AAS) Meeting in Washington, DC, January 2014.  She is now a graduate student at 
Texas State University.  Roxxie Mann (Civil Engineering Major) worked with me through the NSF-LSAMP 
Program and presented her research outcome at Arizona State University.  Daisy Raya, Genesis Moreno, 
Stephanie Segura, and Stephanie Reyes also worked with me through the UTPA Undergraduate 
Research Initiative (URI) grant. They were all my former students in ASTR 1401 and/or ASTR 1402 
classes. Recently, Jessica Garza with the Engaged Scholar Award (ESA) has carried out the astrophysical 
research with me and presented the outcome at the 229th AAS Meeting in Grapevine, TX, January 2017.  
The other co-authors are three high school students who worked with me in 2016 Summer as the 
UTRGV HIGH scholar program. Ivana Pena and Amanda Champion are currently working with me under 
the ESA and Mr. Kunaal Jha received the 1st place award at the 2018 UTRGV HIGH scholar program. 


